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he can otherwise hope for no adequate return for the time and 
toil he has expended in them. Few, even of the legal profes- 
sion itself, have any curiosity to trace its history to its early 
sources; and, out of the pale of the profession, none but a pro- 
fessed antiquary will duly appreciate the disinterested zeal with 
which Mr. Washburn has gathered up the scattered fragments 
of the past, and combined them into a connected form. He 
has done the State good service by his book. It is a conscien- 
tious and judicious compilation from original sources, both in 
print and in manuscript, written in a good style, and, we should 
judge, with great accuracy of statement and carefulness of 
detail. It contains a number of brief and comprehensive bio- 
graphical notices of distinguished ante-revolutionary judges 
and lawyers, and curious sketches of the primitive forms of 
administering justice in the earlier days of the Commonwealth, 
when law was " in the gristle, and not hardened into the bone 
of manhood." The work becomes doubly honorable to Mr. 
Washburn in the view of those who know that he is not a mere 
legal student, but is engaged in an arduous and extensive prac- 
tice, which, with most men, would be a sufficient excuse to 
themselves for " daffing aside " all the curious and unprofita- 
ble learning of their profession as mere surplusage, and that 
he has given much valuable time to the State in a legislative 
capacity. 



8. — Chapters on Churchyards. By Caroline Southey, Au- 
thoress of " Solitary Hours," &c. &c. New York : 
Wiley & Putnam. 1842. 

The author of this work (we cannot subscribe to the author- 
ity of the title-page, and say axdhoress) is better known to the 
world of readers by her maiden name of Caroline Bowles. 
She is now the wife of Robert Southey. The title of the book 
is not exactly an index to its contents, for the greater part of 
it has nothing in particular to do with churchyards, except that 
the pervading tone is melancholy, and many of the narratives 
have a tragical termination. The larger portion of it is occu- 
pied with three desultory narratives, called " Broad Summer- 
ford," "Andrew Cleaves," and the "Grave of the Broken 
Heart." We have read it with a good deal of pleasure. The 
writer is evidently a person of strong and correct religious 
feeling, well-regulated sensibility, expansive benevolence, and 
a decided poetical temperament. She has suffered a good 
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deal, we should judge, from the sort of sick-room atmosphere 
which is breathed round many of its pages, and from the seri- 
ous and melancholy tone of sentiment which pervades it. 
There is truth and spirit in her sketches of character ; and her 
descriptions of visible objects are uncommonly fresh and pic- 
turesque. The picture of the parsonage at Broad Summerford, 
and of the persons and occupations of its inmates, is a very 
beautiful piece of still life. Portions of the story of Andrew 
Cleaves are told with a good deal of tragic power, and the 
character of the stern father is vigorously and consistently 
drawn. The fate of Blanche D'Albi is very touchingly and 
beautifully told. The lively and spirited sketches of the vil- 
lage congregation, in the third chapter, especially of Farmer 
Buckwheat and his family, show that her power is not confined 
to the plaintive and the tender, but that she has a delicate ap- 
preciation of the ludicrous, and a ready facility in the expres- 
sion of it. The prominent defect of the work is, that the staple 
of her thoughts is spun out too fine. There are too many 
words. The same idea is repeated in a variety of forms. The 
style is sometimes careless and slipshod. We should judge 
that much of it had originally been written for magazines, 
where the main object was to cover as much space as could 
honestly be done. The last story, in particular, might be very 
advantageously condensed. 

The moral tone of the book deserves unqualified praise, and 
it is so full of sensibility to every thing beautiful, and of sym- 
pathy with every thing good, that we close it with a feeling 
that the writer must be a very delightful person, and one whose 
society must be valued by her friends as no common privi- 
lege. 



9. — Conjectures and Researches concerning the Love, Mad- 
ness, and Imprisonment of Torquato Tasso. By Rich- 
ard Henry Wilde. New York : Alexander V. Blake. 
1842. 2 vols. 16mo. pp. 234 and 270. 

An air of elegant scholarship and refined literary taste per- 
vades these volumes, which makes it difficult to consider them 
with the ordinary strictness of censorship. The subject alone 
commends itself strongly to all who have the least tincture of 
Italian lore. And Mr. Wilde's ingenious researches, eloquent 
remarks, and spirited and faithful translations, impart no small 
attractions to the work for the English reader. The mysteri- 
ous story of Tasso's life, into which love, jealousy, and mad- 
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